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Recent key developments on education policy and potential future actions:

December 2017

After the U.S. Senate Republicans tax bill passed on December 2, the U.S. House and 
Senate passed a reconciled version. On December 22, President Trump signed the bill 
into law. The final bill left intact a school supply deduction for teachers and breaks for 
student borrowers, but critics say the plan could hurt public school funding while 
supporting private school attendees.

September 2017

The U.S. House of Representatives approved a bill that would cut $2.3 billion from the 
Department of Education (a decrease from President Trump’s proposed cut), while the 
Senate Appropriations Committee approved a bill that would boost department spending 
by $29 million. 

November 2017

U.S. House of Representatives Republicans passed a sweeping tax bill, which would 
reduce incentives for charitable giving and eliminate the student interest deduction, 
among other measures.

Potential Actions

• The Department of Education may delay by two 
years, or eliminate, a rule that seeks to ensure 
minority students are not being placed in special 
education classes more often than necessary.

• The first deadline for Every Student Succeeds Act 
state plans was April 3, and the second was 
September 18. All states and Washington, D.C., have 
submitted plans. The Department of Education has 
begun reviewing these, and Secretary of Education 
Betsy DeVos has approved plans from 33 states, 
Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico.

• With 241,000 DACA recipients currently enrolled in 
college, the March deadline for DACA’s phase-out 
has significant implications for students. Congress 
can reinstate the program, find another way to 
protect recipients, or allow DACA protections to end.

Secretary of Education 
Betsy DeVos, who 
supports school choice and 
opposes government 
regulation of education, is 
confirmed as education 
secretary in a historically 
close 51-50 vote.

May 2017

The Department of Education releases 
new guidelines for transgender 
students’ rights, which don’t address 
bathroom usage and states that 
complaints could be dismissed based 
on jurisdiction. The department also 
begins disassembling two consumer 
protection rules for students.

President Trump’s 
administration announces 
proposed budget cut of 
$9.2 billion from the 
Department of Education 
for FY2018, a cut 
representing 13.5% of the 
department’s existing 
budget.

An internal memo says 
that the Department of 
Justice was seeking 
lawyers for 
investigations into 
university affirmative 
action policies. 
Harvard’s investigation 
is ongoing.

The administration 
announces rewrite of 
campus sexual assault 
policy, removing a rule 
requiring colleges to 
use lowest standard of 
proof in assault cases.
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Legislative Timeline



Immigration 

President Trump issues executive orders that begin the 
process of building the Mexico-U.S. border wall, expand 
the powers of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
deny federal funding to sanctuary cities, suspend 
immigration from seven Muslim-majority countries, and 
limit the number of refugees admitted to United States.  
The orders are later blocked by federal judges.

January 2017

Recent key developments on immigration:

Legislative Timeline

Potential Actions

• Congress will need to address DACA before President 
Trump’s memo goes into effect. 

• In order to end the 2018 government shutdown, 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell told Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer that he would bring 
an immigration bill to the floor for debate if a deal 
wasn’t reached by February 8.

• U.S. Congress has until July 2019 to reverse the 
Trump Administration’s decision to end protected 
status for Haitians residing in the United States.

President Trump signs a new executive order 
allowing government agencies to resume 
processing refugees, following the 120-day 
ban on all refugee admissions. Although 
admissions have resumed, the administration 
has stated that it will cap them at 45,000 
refugees for 2018.

October 2017

The Trump Administration announces it 
will be rescinding the Deferred Action 
on Childhood Arrivals program started 
under President Obama. The memo 
rescinding the program does not go into 
effect until March 5, 2018.

September 2017

January 8, 2018

Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen announced the 
termination of the Temporary Protected Status designation for El Salvador, which had 
allowed 262,500 El Salvadorians to live and work in the United States after the 2001 
earthquake in El Salvador.

January 29, 2018

Senior U.S. officials said that the United States will resume refugee admissions from 11 
“high risk” countries after halting admissions from those countries last October in order 
to conduct a 90-day security review.

January 25, 2018

The Trump Administration released its immigration plan, which would offer a path to 
citizenship to DACA recipients in exchange for $25 billion in border security. Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer opposed the plan, and on January 29, a bipartisan 
group of U.S. House lawmakers released a new proposal that closely resembled the 
U.S. Senate proposal previously rejected by President Trump on January 11. 



July 2017

President Trump bans transgender people from the military. In a series of tweets, 
President Trump announced that transgender people will not be allowed to serve in the 
military, citing the “tremendous medical costs and disruption.”

July 2017

Trump’s Justice Department argued in a private lawsuit that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
provision prohibiting gender discrimination does not protect workers on the basis of 
sexual orientation.

December 2017

After a federal judge blocked President Trump’s memorandum banning transgender 
people from serving in the military, the Department of Justice announced that a ban on 
such recruits was on hold. Transgender troops are allowed to enlist as of January 1, 
2018.

President Obama issues a 
directive defending the rights of 
transgender students to use 
bathrooms that align with their 
gender identity.

The Trump Administration 
reverses Obama’s support for 
trans students. Department’s of 
Education and Justice send a 
letter to schools rescinding the 
requirement that students be 
allowed to use the bathroom 
that matches their gender 
identity.
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Potential Actions

• In July, the U.S. Supreme Court announced that it 
will weigh in on whether businesses can refuse 
service to LGBT couples on the basis of freedom of 
religion.

• The Equality Act establishes federal protections 
against discrimination based on sexual orientation or 
gender identity; however, federal LGBT rights are 
unlikely to advance with the Republicans maintaining 
control of both the U.S. House and Senate.

• Republicans have signaled an interest in passing the 
First Amendment Defense Act, which prohibits the 
federal government from penalizing any person who 
acts according to their belief that marriage should be 
exclusively heterosexual. Trump has pledged to sign 
the bill.

• The Department of Justice is evaluating whether it 
will appeal the federal judge’s decision to block key 
provisions of the military transgender ban.

Rep. Steve Russell, R-OK, slips an 
amendment into the National 
Defense Authorization Act to 
legalize anti-LGBT discrimination 
by government contractors, and it 
was approved. Rep. Sean Patrick 
Maloney, D-NY, puts forth an 
amendment to nullify Russell’s 
amendment, but it fails.

Recent key developments on LGBTQ+ rights and potential future actions:

LGBTQ+ rights

Legislative Timeline

May 2016

Department of Education 
announces it will not hear or 
take action on complaints related 
to transgender students use of 
bathrooms that align with their 
gender identity, saying that Title 
IX does not provide such 
protections.

February 2018



The Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

Congress sends ACA 
repeal to president’s 
desk; Obama vetoes 
measure, veto 
upheld.

In a win for U.S. House 
Republicans, a federal judge ruled 
that the Obama Administration 
has been improperly funding cost-
sharing subsidies for low-income 
Americans.

U.S. House Republicans unveils the American Health 
Care Act. The replacement plan repeals the ACA’s 
individual and employer mandates, replaces the law’s 
subsidies with age-adjusted tax credits, and phases 
out Medicaid expansion by 2020. It includes an 
amendment to allow states to waive some of the 
ACA’s insurance regulations.
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The Affordable Care Act 
of 2010 is passed and 
insures millions and 
changes the insurance 
marketplace.

Recent key developments on the ACA and potential future actions:

July 2017

The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA) fails the U.S. Senate vote. After motion to 
proceed passed, full repeal without replacement, the BCRA and “skinny repeal” fail to 
pass, with Sens. Susan Collins, Lisa Murkowski, and John McCain voting “no.”

September 2017

Graham-Cassidy fails in the Senate. The Republican health care reform bill, authored by 
Sens. Lindsey Graham and Bill Cassidy would have made deep cuts to Medicaid, 
eventually phasing out the program. The bill died when three Republican senators 
declared their intent to vote “no.”

Legislative Timeline

December 2017

U.S. Senate and House pass the tax bill. The latest Republican tax reform bill includes 
an amendment to repeal the individual mandate of the ACA. Experts believe that 
repealing the individual mandate will lead to higher premiums and a decrease in access 
to health insurance.  

Potential Actions

• Many Republican senators represent states that have 
benefitted from Medicaid expansion, suggesting they 
would oppose the Medicaid cuts.

• Although 16 Democrats support Sen. Bernie Sanders’ 
new Medicare for all legislation, it is unlikely to pass; 
however, it does reflect the public’s increasing view 
that it is the government’s responsibility to provide 
healthcare.

• Sens. Lamar Alexander and Patty Murray of the 
HELP committee released their bipartisan bill to 
stabilize the ACA markets, with all Democrats and 12 
Republican senators signed on to support it.

• An initial analysis shows that 84% of all enrollees are 
from states that President Trump won in the 2016 
Election.


